Halloween

October 31st offers a great opportunity for many to engage in new relationships with those around us or to revisit some old relationships with intentionality. 

Don’t Just Give Out Candy
1. Think of the Parents. Consider having some hot apple cider and pumpkin bread or muffins out for the parents who are bringing their little kiddos around the block. Make your entry-way inviting so they want to come closer and hang for a bit if possible.
2. Be Present. Don’t hide out all night. Come out to the door or hang out on the porch and if they stop to have some cider, get to know their names and where they live in the neighborhood.
3. Be Encouraging. Tell the kids you love their costumes and to have a great night. Practice building others up with words.
4. Party. If you’re really into it, you may want to throw a pre-trick-or-treating party. Provide dinner and drinks. Then, send the dads out trick-or-treating with the kids while the moms continue hanging with some hot apple cider, coffee, or tea. Then reconvene with the parents and kids together to examine all of the loot (kids love to show their parents and other kids what they’ve gotten).
5. Learn the Stories. If you are out trick-or-treating with the kiddos or staying back with the other parents, ask questions and get to know their stories. Pay attention to their hearts and their felt needs. Look for opportunities to serve them later.
6. Get Creative. Set up photobooths in the garage. Take photos of families and friends who were trick-or-treating together. 

Go 
1. Attend the Party. If others are throwing parties, you may want to join them. If so, bring drinks, food or whatever is needed. Then, serve by helping to clean up.
2. Join the Community. If your community has key events, join them and invite some neighbors to go with you (then get to know their stories along the way). 
3. Head to the “Watering Holes”. If you do not have kids or are not going to engage in the trick-or-treating activities or events, consider going to the local pubs, restaurants, or clubs near you for their events and get to know the people there. 
